BIRTH OF IMPERIALISM	543
CHAPTER LXVIII
THE NEW COLONIAL EMPIRE
1833-1867
§ 298. the radical imperialists.—During the period with
which we are now dealing a new overseas empire was growing up.
It owed very little to the conscious planning of statesmen—
some people have gone so far as to say that it was " acquired
in a fit of absence of mind." But Britons seem to have
inherited an impulse to seek their fortunes in new lands, as well
as qualities of character that make them successful in so doing.
British Governments were guided by two principles in their
dealings with these settlements. Firstly, the humanitarian
impulse which was so strong at this time (Ni93) impelled them
to safeguard the native races from being wronged; we have
seen this spirit at work in the abolition of slavery, and we shall
see further examples of it in the early history of both South
Africa and of New Zealand, Secondly, pride in our democratic
Constitution made them very ready to grant the colonies the
right of self-government; and they were encouraged in this
policy by a disbelief in the practical value of colonies to the
mother-country. What had happened to the American colonies
would, they felt sure, happen again—" when the fruit was ripe
it would drop off the tree."
The first " imperialists " in the modern sense of the term
were a little group of Radicals, led by Edward Gibbon Wakefield
(1796-1862). An ambitious, able, and energetic man, he ruined
his chances of a successful career in Parliament by abducting
an heiress and inducing her to marry him. While in prison
expiating this crime, he read every book about the colonies that
he could get hold of, with a view to making a fresh start in life.
He formed very definite views on the subject, and when he was
released he founded a Colonisation Society to put these views
into action. Britain, he pointed out, was over-populated, while
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